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Zubeen Garg - Assam’s versatile musical icon 

The music world has bid farewell to Zubeen Garg, the beloved Assamese singer, songwriter, and actor, who 

recently passed away at the age of 52. Born in November 1972 in Tura, Meghalaya, Zubeen’s musical 

journey began at the age of three. He was an icon for several generations of children and youth who grew 

up singing or humming his songs. Zubeen mastered several instruments, including the guitar, tabla, and 

mandolin, and developed a deep love for Assamese folk music, which became a defining influence in his 

career. 

 Over the decades, Zubeen recorded more than 38,000 songs in 40 languages and dialects, ranging from 

Assamese and Hindi to Tamil, Telugu, and Bengali. One of his most iconic tracks, ‘Ya Ali’ from the film 

‘Gangster’, brought him nationwide fame, earning him the Best Playback Singer award at the Global Indian 

Film Awards (GIFA) in 2006. In addition to singing, he was also a talented composer, lyricist, music 

producer, actor, and film director, showcasing his versatility and creative brilliance. 

 Zubeen’s connection with his fans transcended music; he was a voice for social causes and often 

championed the underprivileged. In Assam, he was not merely a performer but a cultural torchbearer 

whose work shaped the region’s musical and artistic identity. 

  



 

 

 October is Rotary’s 

Community Economic 

Development Month, a 

time to spotlight our 

efforts to help 

communities build 

thriving, sustainable 

futures. This month’s 

observance aligns 

perfectly with the 

Rotary core value of 

leadership. 

Leadership means empowering people to guide 
their own progress. That is precisely what 
Rotary’s economic development projects aim to 
achieve. 
 
Take, for example, a recent initiative in southern 
India in which Rotary members unlocked the 
power of women of the Adivasi tribal groups 
through sewing training to earn a living and regain 
social inclusion. Historically, widows and 
abandoned women in this region lose social 
standing and are shunned by society or blamed 
for their misfortunes. Opportunities to support 
themselves or obtain training are minimal. 
 
This year, the Rotary Club of Windsor Roseland, 
Ontario, partnered with clubs in Districts 3203 and 
3234 in India — and with the Indian organization 
Sevalaya Trust — to provide sewing machines 
and training to 80 Adivasi women. They learned to 
stitch saree blouses, kurta tunics, and salwar 
suits, enabling them to support themselves and 
their families. Each woman received a certificate 
for completing the program, and the sewing-
machine provider offered free long-term 
maintenance for the machines. The project 
offered vital income and dignity to women 
ostracized by society after widowhood. 
 
This story is one example of Rotary leadership in 
action: local people guiding solutions that address 
their community needs. Our role is not to deliver 
charity or to impose outside models, but to foster 
self-reliance by investing in leadership, skills, and 
sustainable enterprise. 
 
This October, I invite Rotary members worldwide 
to reflect on economic leadership in their 
communities. Who is stepping forward to lead 
local economic initiatives? Where is there 
untapped talent that could be supported with  
 
 

 
 
training or mentorship? How can your club 
catalyze opportunity through partnerships with  
local businesses, vocational schools, or savings 
groups? 
 
Leadership is not always about being visible. 
Sometimes it means listening, working 
collaboratively, and amplifying the voices of 
others. That approach lies at the heart of Rotary’s 
philosophy and our lasting impact on economic 
development. 
 
By building capacity — whether through 
microcredit groups, vocational training 
workshops, or entrepreneurship programs — we 
enable communities to lead their own 
transformation. When people take ownership of 
their progress, change becomes sustainable. 
 
Let us lead with good intention and provide 
support with heart. By nurturing local leadership, 
we can create opportunities that ripple through 
communities, empowering individuals, families, 
and societies. 
 
Together, we can support economies that work for 
everyone and enact community development 
projects that last. 

 

 

 

From the Editor         
  

 

As we turn the pages of another month, we are 
reminded once again of the incredible power of 
service, fellowship, and shared purpose that 
defines Rotary.  
 

Our club always raised to the occasion and this 
time also no exception. Our members stand by the 
grief stricken people of Assam in untimely 
departure of Assam’s Heart Throb Zubeen Garg.  
 

We also believe that “if you turn a blind eye to the 
world now, history will turn a blind eye to you 
later”.  With limited resources we are doing 
impactful projects be it prevention of blindness, 
Girls hygiene, encouraging teachers or community 
awareness programs, each act reminds we “Unite 
for Good”. 
 

Let’s carry this momentum forward and continue 
to make Digboi a better, brighter place for all. 

 
                                            Bhaskar Chaudhuri 

 

 

 



 

 
On the occasion of 

Teachers' Day, Rotary 
Club of Digboi 
organized the Nation 
Building Award (NBA) 
Ceremony to felicitate 
and honour the 
dedicated teachers of 
Digboi for their 
invaluable contribution 
to society. 

The programme 
commenced with a soulful Borgeet rendered by 
Mrs. Anindita Goswami Dutta, setting a serene 
and respectful tone for the evening. This was 
followed by a tribute to Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan and the lighting of the ceremonial 
lamp by the Chief Guest, Mr. Sibotosh Das, Ex-
teacher of Vivekananda Vidyalaya, along with 
other dignitaries. 

 

The ceremony was graced by the presence of 
Zonal Literacy Chairs, Rtn. Dr. N. B. Choudhury 
(RC Tinsukia) and Rtn. Trilok Gupta (RC Digboi), 
whose words inspired everyone present. The 
event concluded with the National Anthem, 
echoing a deep sense of patriotism and gratitude. 

 

As part of the ceremony, nine exemplary teachers 
from the community were felicitated with the 
prestigious Nation Building Award Certificates in 
recognition of their dedication and commitment to 
education. Our in-house teachers were also 
honoured on this auspicious occasion. 

 

Several awardee teachers shared their heartfelt 
thoughts and experiences, adding a personal and 
emotional touch to the celebration. 

  

The evening also featured vibrant cultural 
performances, including a delightful dance 
performance by our very own Kavika Barua, a 
captivating speech by Master Arick Palash Dutta, 
and performances by our talented Rotarylets, 
which added colour and energy to the event. 

 

The event concluded with inspiring speeches by 
the Chief Guest and the Zonal Literacy Chairs, 
followed by a vote of thanks delivered by Club 
Secretary Rtn. Dr. Dipen Borthakur. 
 

  
 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olayinka Hakeem Babalola, a member of the Rotary Club of Trans Amadi, Nigeria, has 

been selected by the Board of Directors to become Rotary International’s president for 2026-27. His 
term will begin on 1 July 2026. 
 
Babalola began his Rotary journey in 1984 as a Rotaractor. He joined the Rotary Club of Trans Amadi 
10 years later. His leadership roles include serving as district governor (2011-12), RI vice president 
(2019-20), and member of the RI Board (2018-20). He was also an active leader and participant in 
RI committees such as the End Polio Now Countdown to History Campaign Committee (2017-23) 
and the Nigeria National PolioPlus Committee (2013-present, adviser 2016-present). 
 
Babalola received a university degree in engineering in 1988. He worked for 25 years in the oil and 
gas industry, holding senior positions in Shell PLC. He is the founder of two companies: Riviera 
Technical Services Ltd., an oil and gas infrastructure delivery company, and Lead and Change 
Consulting, an executive coaching and organizational performance advisory group. 
 
Babalola’s professional affiliations include the Nigerian Society of Engineers, the Institute of Safety 
Professionals of Nigeria, and the Association of Change Management Professionals. He is a member 
of Jericho Businessmen Club, an organization in his birth city of Ibadan that provides input to 
governments on economic and social policy. 
 
 
 
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nigerian to become second African 
to lead Rotary International 

 

 

Babalola and his wife, Preba, live in the city of Port Harcourt. 
He supports The Rotary Foundation with a named endowment 
and as an Arch Klumph Society member. A trustee of 
ShelterBox UK, he is a recipient of the Africa Centennial 
Heroes Award, the Regional Service Award for a Polio-Free 
World, the RI Service Above Self Award, and The Rotary 
Foundation Citation for Meritorious Service. 
 
The president of Rotary International serves a one-year term, 
presiding over the Board of Directors and providing 
inspirational leadership for the organization. As the 
spokesperson for the global network, the president visits clubs 
around the world to promote Rotary’s values and represent 
the organization at major events. Rotary chooses its president 
from members who have demonstrated extensive leadership 
experience within Rotary, including service as a club 
president, district governor, and member of the Board. 
 

 

 

GSE Team 

from Nigeria 

Hosted by RC 

Digboi in 

January 2008 



 

 

Rotary Club of Digboi organised an awareness 

program of eye donation at Digboi Women’s 

College during 40th Eye Donation Fortnight. 

 

The Eye Donation Fortnight is a 15-day national 

campaign observed annually in India from August 

25th to September 8th to promote eye donation 

and raise awareness about corneal blindness, 

which can be cured through transplantation. 

Established by the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare (MoHFW) in 1985, the campaign 

encourages people to pledge their eyes, aiming to 

provide the gift of sight to those in need by 

ensuring no one is deprived of vision due to 

treatable corneal conditions. 

Mr. Amulya Borgohain 

explained the purpose 

and necessity of 

donating cornea and 

timings in a very lucid 

way to make 

everybody understand 

the significance of the 

same. The aim is to 

ensure more people 

pledge to donate their 

eyes, thereby increasing the availability of 

corneas for transplantation and reducing the 

number of people waiting for the gift of sight.  

 

 

 

Rotary Club of Digboi organised an awareness 

program of menstrual hygiene and general health 

at Rajnikant Baruah Higher Secondary School, 

Tingrai. 
 

Menstrual hygiene among girl students in India is 

impacted by social stigma, financial constraints, 

and lack of adequate sanitation facilities, leading 

to health issues and school absenteeism. While 

the government provides programs to increase 

access to sanitary products and education, 

significant regional disparities exist, with many 

rural girls still using unhygienic methods. 

Addressing these challenges requires a 

combination of improved infrastructure, 

comprehensive education, and efforts to break 

down cultural taboos to ensure girls can manage 

their periods with dignity and continue their 

education. 

 
Our club members Rtn Deepashree Das Sarkar 

and IPP Dr. Nirza Saikia gave there valuable 

insights on the topic which was well appreciated.  

 

 



 

 

NSS Unit of Digboi College with Rotary Club of 
Digboi in collaboration with IQAC Digboi College 
has successfully conducted on 24th September 
2025 an  awareness programme on “Why Blood 
Donation are Important”. It was really a nice 
programme, where Rtn. Dr. Dipen Borthakur have 
delivered a wonderful motivational talk. 
 
Blood cannot be artificially produced, making 
voluntary donations the only source of this 
essential, life-saving resource. As blood cannot 
be manufactured, a single donation can help save 
up to three lives 

Blood transfusion is a cornerstone of healthcare 
worldwide, enabling complex medical 
interventions and significantly improving patient 
outcomes and life expectancy for those with acute 
and chronic conditions. 

 

 

 

 

RC Digboi organised their 2nd Cataract detection 
camp at Ledo Town on 15th September 2025 
where about 76 patient came forward for 
necessary screening. 30 persons detected with 
cataract problem and identified for necessary 
surgery at Dibrugarh.    

 

 

 
 

On 19th September patients were sent to 
Dibrugarh for Cataract Operation and they came 
back on 21st September after operation with 
smiling faces. 
 

 
 

Shri Manish Bora attended 

Rotary's "CSR Connect" held at 

New Delhi representing RC 

Digboi.  

 

Rotary's "CSR Connect" 

initiative refers to its 

partnerships with corporations 

for Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) projects in 

India, facilitated through the 

Rotary Foundation (India) and its 

network of clubs and Rotarians. 



  

 

 

Rotary Club of Digboi took an unique inititives to promote Blood Donations culture amongst the members of the 

community through displaying banners at on going Durga Puja Celebrations. Puja Greetings along with motivational 

quotes on Blood Donaations were installed at different Durga Puja Mandap at Digboi Town under Rotary public 

relation project. It will definatly create positive impact of Rotary activities in the community at large. RC Digboi 

also lined up one Blood Donation camp after the celebrations.  

 

 

 

 

Rotary Public Relations focuses on promoting awareness of the organization's service, activities, and 

impact to attract new members, garner support from sponsors, and engage current members. This is 

achieved by telling Rotary's story through various channels like local media, social media, and direct 

community involvement, using resources from the Rotary Brand Center and the actions of club members 

themselves.  

Key Aspects 

Promoting Awareness: The primary goal is to increase understanding of Rotary's service projects and 

the positive impact it makes in communities worldwide.  

Building a Positive Image: A strong public image motivates current members to participate, attracts 

prospective members, and secures community support.  

Strategic Storytelling: This involves connecting journalists with stories that inform and inspire, pitching 

relevant projects to publications, and using Rotary's key messages.  

Leveraging Multiple Channels: Public relations efforts utilize a combination of media relations, club 

websites, social media, and personal interactions to reach the community. 


